
March 26, 2009 

“E D S  H a p p e n i n g s” 
 

NEW MARKETING EFFORT – If you were unable to attend Parents’ Day, you may have 

noticed some new signage around the school or maybe were surprised by the new t-shirt 

your child brought home.  As was announced at Friday’s Parents’ Day, they, and other 

initiatives as well, are all part of our new marketing initiative to get the word out about our 

school. 
    

While word of mouth is by far the best endorsement when it comes to recommending the 

school to people we know, the major problem facing us is our lack of name recognition in 

the city and surrounding areas.  It is startling to find so many people who have never heard 

of Erie Day School, let alone know who or what we are.  We are also combating the eons old 

perception that an independent school is private and exclusive by choice. This is new territory for independent schools 

such as EDS who have, for the most part, relied upon their reputations to carry their marketing efforts.  However, the 

market place is changing and so is the way that schools are marketing themselves to meet that change.  So, starting 

yesterday, there are new TV commercials running on WJET-TV (Specifically around the time of the morning and evening 

news) trying to expand our name in the city and region while promoting this Sunday’s Open House (1:00 to 3:00 p.m.)  If 

you would like to see our one 30-second spot and our two 15-second spots you can go to our website as they are online. 

Along with these efforts we are also redesigning our website and have created new admission brochures (also online). 

We have even produced new car magnets with our “updated” school seal. If you did not get one at Parents’ Day, please 

let me know and I will make sure one gets home to you. Just remember that I will be checking the parking lot to make 

sure that they are being proudly displayed. 
 

We are very excited about this initiative and encourage you to help get the word out about “our” school!    

 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!  In a close, tight and well played 

game, the Erie Day School Spartans emerged as the   

champions of the CLAY League Division B.  Trailing by 6 

points with less than three minutes to play, the Spartans put 

on a remarkable comeback making clutch foul shots, beating 

a very aggressive man-to-man full court press and forcing 

their opponent into a few turnovers of their own. The result 

was a one point victory over Westlake United Methodist with 

a score of 27-26.   
 

The Spartans took an early lead but going into the last period 

were subjected to a furious comeback by Westlake who converted on four 3 points shots in a row to take the lead.  The 

Spartans, however, maintained their composure and in a frenzied three-minute span regained the lead and held on for 

the win. 
 

Members of the team are Erik Swanson, Steven Haemer, Alec Wilcko, Mark Lyons, Mat Haemer, Kyle Buseck, Thomas 

Mitchell, Nick Weber, and Joe Start. Congratulations to the team and Coach Tony Martin on an impressive season.   As 

always, they represented themselves, their families, and the school very well exhibiting good teamwork and 

sportsmanship! 

 



RE-ENROLLMENT – Re-enrollment contracts for the 2009-2010 school year are due next Friday, April 3rd 

along with the appropriate deposit. As was stated in the letter that accompanied your child’s contract, 

we at the school are very aware of the economy and its potential impact on our families. Should you 

have any concerns, you are strongly encouraged to contact the school.  While we understand the 

challenges individual families may be facing, we are willing to assist you any way we can.  Education continues to be the 

best long term investment in our children’s future. 

 

END OF 3RD MARKING PERIOD Just a reminder to all students and their parents that the third 

marking period will close Friday, April 3rd. Report cards and comments will be mailed home 

Wednesday, April 8th.   Student to need to make sure that their work is current and that all missing 

or owed assignments are turned in. 

 

EARTH FORCE AT ERIE DAY SCHOOL – A project the Erie Day School Earth Force group has adopted 

from now until the end of the year, and hopefully into next year, is the Hair for Oil Spills program.  

Hair salons are collaborating throughout the U.S. and abroad to donate hair clippings to soak up oil 

spills.  We will be working cooperatively with two salons and one pet salon.  They will provide the 

hair.  What we need from our school are nylons.  We will immediately begin collecting washed, used 

(even with lots of runs) nylon donations.   
 

You may be aware of a recent oil spill off the coast of Australia on March 13th involving the Pacific Adventurer ship.  

There are oil spills occurring regularly on land and water all over the world affecting our earth.  You can help make a 

difference with your nylon donations.  There is a box for collection in the corner of the dining room identified as “Earth 

Force” where we meet weekly.  Our parent facilitator will be responsible for shipping these materials to Matter of Trust, 

Hair Mats Program in San Francisco, California.   

 

APRIL LUNCHES – The menu and sign-up form for April lunches was included in today’s Thursday folder.  Please, please, 

please make every attempt to submit payment by the March 27th deadline ς this is TOMORROW! 

 

ATTENTION 4TH & 5TH GRADE PARENTS!  P.E.P. & PRE P.E.P. INFORMATION NIGHT – If you 

have a child in 4th or 5th grade, and were unable to attend Parents’ Day, we would like to invite 

you to an information night to learn more about the Pre-P.E.P. Program for incoming 5th 

graders (current 4th grade students) and the Full P.E.P. Program for incoming 6th graders 

(current 5th graders).    This event will be held Thursday, April 2nd at 7:00 p.m.   Fourth grade 

parents will be meeting with our 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Bolles in her room, and fifth grade 

parents will be meeting with Mrs. Dotto, our French teacher and P.E.P. registrar in the Library. 
 

This is a great opportunity for parents to learn more about what their child will be doing next year.  If you can attend, 

please complete the attached form and return it to school or e-mail me your confirmation at 

mmullin@eriedayschool.com   Hope to see you there! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 (Detach & return to EDS by Tuesday, March 31st) 
 

PEP INFORMATION NIGHT SIGN-UP FORM 

 
Yes, I/We _____________________________________________________ (please print)  

 

will attend the PEP INFO NIGHT for 4th & 5th Grade parents scheduled for Thursday, April 2nd @ 7:00 p.m.   

 

mailto:mmullin@eriedayschool.com


MAKING WISHES COME TRUE!   We were recently approached by EDS graduate, Jeff Tseng 

(Class of 04), who is now a student at Penn State Behrend, to see if his alma mater would be 

willing to assist him with a fundraising effort that he is undertaking in support of the “Make A 

Wish Foundation.”  Of course, we were more than willing to help out an alumnus, but more importantly, his request 

presented our school community with a chance to do something meaningful for a very special group of young people.  

So, next Wednesday, April 1st όŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ !ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭΩǎ 5ŀȅύ we will be sponsoring our first ever άaƛȄ ƴΩ aŀǘŎƘ 5ŀȅΦέ 
 

What is a Mix n’ Match Day?  It is a day when students are encouraged to wear combinations that do not go together!  

For example, stripes and polka dots, purple and orange, prints with plaids, etc.  As you might imagine, you can come up 

with some pretty wild combinations of colors and patterns and what a better day to do it than on April 1st!   
 

The cost to participate is $1.00 per student.  (Not per item, but per student.)  All monies collected to will go to the 

“Make A Wish Foundation,” a national organization that grants wishes to children with serious and life threatening 

medical conditions. 
 

FAMILY SOCK HOP – The annual Family Sock Hop is scheduled for Friday, April 3rd from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

in the gym.  A DJ will provide the music and refreshments will be sold by Student Council.  Admission 

is $4.00 per person and is payable at the door.  Dress is casual (jeans, sweaters, sneakers, etc.)  We 

encourage all EDS families to attend for an evening of fun, dancing, food, and fellowship!   
 

To insure the safety of our children, ALL students/children MUST be accompanied by a PARENT throughout the 

evening.  This is a FAMILY dance!  (Note: Due to safety issues, if you drop your child off at the door, we will call you to 

come back to EDS and pick them up!) 
 

KIDS ART FAIR – Every EDS student will have a piece of framed artwork on display in the cafeteria on Friday, 

April 3rd (the same day as the Sock Hop) from 4:30-8:00 p.m.  Each piece is available for purchase on April 

3rd – ONE DAY ONLY!  Please complete and return the Pre-Order Form on the attached flyer and include a 

check for $31.75 payable to KidsArt Fairs on or before April 3rd. This is your only opportunity to purchase 

your child’s artwork!  
 

PARENTS DAY: THANK YOU!  We want to thank the more than 70 parents who were 

able to attend our first Parents’ Day this past Friday. We really enjoyed having you 

visit your child’s class or grade and to learn about next year’s offerings.  We hope you 

walked away impressed by what you saw and heard and can understand why we believe we are the preeminent PS-8 

school in northwestern PA. We are a unique community and I am happy to report that the Learning Triangle is alive and 

well at Erie Day School! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to 4th Grader William Humphrey and the EDS Chorus who were asked to sing the National Anthem 

for the Erie Otters Hockey team prior to tonight’s playoff game! 
 

KARATE AT ERIE DAY SCHOOL – In our continuing effort to expand upon the after-school activities we 

offer our students, I am pleased to announce we are exploring the possibility of offering a karate class for 

students of any age. In conjunction with Red Dragon Martial Arts and Sensei Michael Hronas (the uncle of 

EDS students Marcus and Athan Diniaco), I would like to invite any interested parents to learn more 

about this opportunity next Wednesday morning, April 1st at 8:30 A.M. in the cafeteria.  Sensei Hronas will discuss his 

philosophy of the martial arts and benefits they hold for children.  I can say first hand that at my former school, more 

than 75 students were enrolled in this program and it was very beneficial to them physically and emotionally while 

helping to develop discipline and self-esteem.  The cost for the program would be $50.00 a month and is tentatively 

scheduled to be held Monday afternoons from 3:30 to 4:30 P.M. here at the school.  Please plan to join us to learn more 

about this exciting program. If you cannot make it but would like to learn more, please contact Sensei Hronas at 

sensei@reddragongoju.com  

mailto:sensei@reddragongoju.com


R E M I N D E R S 
 
 

Fri., Mar. 27th  Morning Meeting @ 8:30 a.m. (Third Grade) 

   tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ, 6:00-8:00 p.m. ό¢ǿŜƭǾŜ hΩ hƴŜ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘύ 

 

Sat., Mar. 28th  Outdoor Soccer Practice: Gr. 5 & 6 from 9-10:30 a.m., Gr. 7 & 8 from 10:30-Noon 

 

Sun., Mar. 29th  OPEN HOUSE, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 

Mon., Mar. 30th  Pick-up Romolo Chocolate Orders @ 3:30 p.m. (Cafeteria) 

 

Tue., Mar. 31st  Outdoor Soccer Practice for Grades 5 & 6, 3:15-4:45 p.m. 

   Earth Force Meeting, 3:15-4:30 p.m. (Cafeteria) 

 

Wed., Apr. 1st  Karate info Meeting @ 8:30 a.m. (Cafeteria) 

   άaƛȄ ƴΩ aŀǘŎƘ 5ŀȅΗέ 

Outdoor Soccer Practice for Grades 7 & 8, 3:15-4:45 p.m. 

 

Thur., Apr. 2nd  Auction Committee Meeting @ 8:30 a.m. (Library) 

   PEP Meetings for EDS 4th & 5th Grade Parents, 7:00 p.m. (Library & 5th Grade Room) 

 

Fri., Apr. 3rd  Morning Meeting @ 8:30 a.m. (Kindergarten) 

   5th DǊŀŘŜ ϧ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ /ƭŀǎǎ ǘƻ aŜǊŎȅƘǳǊǎǘ tǊŜǇΩǎ άtŜǘŜǊ tŀƴέ, 8:30 a.m.-Noon 

   KidsArt Fair, 4:30-8:00 p.m. (Cafeteria) See attached flyer/order form 

   Family Sock Hop, 6:30-8:30 p.m. (Gym) 

 

Mon., Apr. 6th  Parent Group Meeting, 8:30 a.m. (Cafeteria) 

 

Tue., Apr. 7th  Outdoor Soccer Practice for Grades 5 & 6, 3:15-4:45 p.m. 

 

Wed., Apr. 8th  Outdoor Soccer Practice for Grades 7 & 8, 3:15-4:45 p.m. 

 

Thur., Oct. 9th  NO SCHOOL, Beginning of Easter Break (School resumes Wed., April 15th) 

 

Sat., Apr. 11th   Outdoor Soccer Practice: Gr. 5 & 6 from 9-10:30 a.m., Gr. 7 & 8 from 10:30-Noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

                
  

  

  

 

 Artwork created by your child has been professionally framed with a custom 

frame and acid-free double mat and will be on display at our KidsArt Fair.  

Framed originals will be available for purchase for $31.75 ($29.95 plus tax) at 

this one-time event.  A 50% savings!  Mastercard & Visa accepted; checks 

payable to KidsArt Fairs.  Proceeds from this event benefit Erie Day School. 

   

  

  

  

  ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

(Detach & return w/payment by April 3rd) 

 PPrree--OOrrddeerr  FFoorrmm  
 If you cannot attend this wonderful event (or even if you can), you can pre-order your 

childõs double-matted and framed original.  In an envelope, send in this completed form 

to your childõs homeroom teacher with a check or money order in the amount of $31.75 

made payable to KidsArt Fairs.  Please do not send cash! 

  

 Student: _____________________________________________ Grade: _______ 

  

 Parent Name/Phone: ________________________________________________ 

  

  

  

  

  

One Day Only! 

 April 3, 2009 

4:30 ð 8:00 p.m. 

Request with payment MUST be received by the date 

of our KidsArt Fair (April 3rd) to ensure purchase. 

ART stimulates imagination 
 

 ART instills self-discipline 

 ART inspires respect for 

craftsmanship 

ART should be an integral 

part of studentsõ life learning 

& personal development 

ART inspires respect  

for craftsmanship 
ART strengthens critical 

thinking & analysis 

Youõre Invited to Our  

KKiiddssAArrtt   FFaaii rr  
to See Your Childõs Creation! 


