
 

 

Dear Erie Day School Community, 

I just finished reading a column in the Chicago Tribune entitled, “How Has a Year in the 

Pandemic Changed You?” (Found at  https://www.chicagotribune.com/columns/mary-

schmich/ct-met-schmich-covid-year-questionnaire-20210306-

kys5aavdtrfvlnspfu7mjdi7pq-story.html)  Thirty questions are posed to readers ranging 

from “What’s the biggest mistake you made during the pandemic?” to “Name one good 

habit you have cultivated” this past year.  You may find the piece thought-provoking 

and moreover, perhaps a little cathartic today.  March 16, 2021 marks one calendar year 

from the date we began the Erie Day School online learning experience in reaction to 

the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

My recollections of March 16, 2020 are many.  I have vivid images of the faculty, staff 

and I gathered in the dining room on a “school day” that felt nothing like tradition in 

the absence of students.  The lights were off, the introductory slide of the presentation 

read, “Covid Response” and the dialogue surrounded “Now what?”  Although there 

were some in the room that felt ease with PowerPoint and had heard of Zoom, none of 

our faculty members could align comfort or compatibility with online teaching.  Our 

teachers are natural hand-over-hand guides that facilitate learning by means of 

personalized relationships and content area expertise. Learning at a distance seemed to 

fall somewhere well beyond conceivable and yet needed to become quickly achievable.   

 

As an intertwined school community, we found that the worry for our students beyond 

arm’s length would soon be shared by parents.  Words and phrases such as “isolation”, 

“zoom fatigue” and “social distancing” became all too familiar as the days and weeks 

unraveled our close-knit environment.  Although we made incredible strides to 

populate Microsoft Teams and Class Dojo in alignment with the mission of our school, 

some of our youngest and even those among our oldest of learners struggled with the 

adjustment away from friends and teachers.  While parents competed among the 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/columns/mary-schmich/ct-met-schmich-covid-year-questionnaire-20210306-kys5aavdtrfvlnspfu7mjdi7pq-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/columns/mary-schmich/ct-met-schmich-covid-year-questionnaire-20210306-kys5aavdtrfvlnspfu7mjdi7pq-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/columns/mary-schmich/ct-met-schmich-covid-year-questionnaire-20210306-kys5aavdtrfvlnspfu7mjdi7pq-story.html


shelves of Wegmans for toilet paper, students were tested in muting microphones and 

having far less of a voice in the classroom than they had been accustomed.  To say that 

the spring semester of 2020 was uniquely difficult and challenging is an understatement 

for all of us. 

 

Determined to accomplish well more than survival as the school year sprang to life this 

fall, we worked in tandem to thrive as a school family.  Fulfilling the mission of Erie 

Day School in 2021 has led to new ways of teaching, coaching, advising and fulfilling 

relationships.  Despite great odds we recovered fall / winter sports; continued our 

commitment to service in the community and hosted a few events.  Parent Group 

delivered a fun-filled Teacher Appreciation Week; our performing arts met an audience; 

and our Board of Trustees supported the unanticipated fiscal responsibilities of a 

pandemic.  In retrospect, with only seven children and five faculty/staff members 

testing positive for Covid throughout the course of a year’s time, today we realize just 

how “Seon Strong” we have become. 

 

Together we are in the position to aim our successful vision and strength to the future 

of Erie Day School and our children.  May the same mission-driven determination and 

resilience that responded to the unknown a year ago advance our progress.  As our 

health and optimism improve, let us be further inspired to “…live each day being mindful 

of the goodness that surrounds me…stretch my mind and heart so that I live my life in wisdom 

and in love…be a loyal friend to others and willingly help those in need…and…honor and 

respect the earth, of which I am a part.” 

Yours in education, 

 

Karen K. Tyler 

 

 

 


